
UNDERSTANDING THE INDUSTRY’S MEASURES OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND CABINET MANUFACTURING

TIMBERLAKE CABINETRY
Green Communication Series

what You should know
On January 1, 2009, the California Air Resources Board, 

or CARB, implemented regulations on formaldehyde 

emissions from composite wood products sold or used in 

fi nished goods in California. All particleboard, medium 

density fi berboard (MDF), thin MDF, hardwood plywood 

with a veneer core, and hardwood plywood with a composite 

core are now regulated under the “CARB rule.” 

Th is mandate requires cabinet manufacturers and other 

fabricators to use materials only from manufacturers 

certifi ed by a CARB-approved third-party certifi er and to 

provide documentation of that use.

Th e Composite Panel Association, or CPA, was designated 

by the CARB as the fi rst third-party certifi er of the 

emission regulations. Th e CPA has developed an 

educational website – www.CARBrule.org – to answer 

questions about the regulations and the certifi cation process 

as well as provide a list of CARB-compliant manufacturers 

under the Testing & Compliance Certifi cation tab. Th e 

website explains in detail the requirements and deadlines 

for compliance for both Phases 1 and 2 of the formaldehyde 

emission standards, spanning from 2009 to 2012 (see table 

opposite). These standards apply to both domestic and 

imported materials.

According to the CPA, fabricators – or companies such as 

Timberlake Cabinetry that manufacture products made 

with composite wood panels for the California market – 

must comply with these specifi c CARB 

mandates: 

»  MUST USE COMPOSITES THAT 
COMPLY WITH THE EMISSION AND 
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE RULE

»  MUST LABEL EVERY PRODUCT OR 
PRODUCT BOX WITH A STAMP, TAG, 
STICKER, OR BAR CODE THAT INCLUDES 
THE FABRICATOR’S NAME, PRODUCT 
DATE, AND COMPLIANCE STANDARD

»  MUST KEEP RECORDS FOR AT LEAST 
TWO YEARS SHOWING THE DATES OF 
COMPOSITE PURCHASES AND TO WHOM 
FINISHED PRODUCTS WERE SOLD

»  MUST INCLUDE A COMPLIANCE 
STATEMENT ON BILLS OF LADING 
OR INVOICES AS A RECORD OF THE 
SALE OF COMPLIANT PRODUCTS

Phase 1 and Phase 2 Formaldehyde Emission Standards for Hardwood 
Plywood (HWPW), Particleboard (PB), and Medium Density Fiberboard (MDF)1

Effective Date

Phase 1 (P1) and Phase 2 (P2) Emission Standards (PPM)

HWPW-VC HWPW-CC PB MDF THIN MDF

P1:0.08

P2:0.05

P1:0.08

P2:0.05

P1:0.18

P2:0.09

P1:0.21

P2:0.11

P1:0.21

P2:0.13

Jan 1, 2009

Jul 1, 2009

Jan 1, 2010

Jan 1, 2011

Jan 1, 2012

Jul 1, 2012

1 Based on the primary test method, ASTM E 1333-96(2002), in parts per million 
(ppm). HWPW-VC = veneer core; HWPW-CC = composite core.
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continued
The CARB rule also recommends that fabricators ask for 

written compliance documentation from suppliers and, in 

turn, provide that documentation to customers.

For manufacturers of composite wood products to be 

verified by an approved third-party certification agency, 

their mills must pass regular quality tests and quarterly 

third-party audits and emission verifications. Each certified 

mill must have in place a quality program that includes a 

quality control manual describing the quality systems, 

specified facilities, and trained personnel. The CARB also 

requires these manufacturers to retain quality records for 

two years.

Some green advocates are lobbying for a mandate similar to 

California’s CARB rule to extend to all states. While most 

U.S. cabinet manufacturers already are compliant or nearly 

compliant, according to sources, many imported materials 

still do not comply.

All fabricators, in California and elsewhere, are subject to 

inspections by Air Resources Board inspectors.

how timberlake measures up
Timberlake Cabinetry purchases composite wood products 

from only CARB-certified suppliers.

want more information?
www.CARBrule.org

www.CARBrule.org/CARB-Quick-Reference-1108.pdf

www.arb.ca.gov/toxics/compwood/compwood.htm
(California Air Resources Board)

www.hpva.org (Hardwood Plywood Veneer Association)

www.timberlake.com/green

p.o. box 1980
winchester, virginia 22604
www.timberlake.com
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